
Supporting documents for application for Certificate of 
Lawfulness

Registered office address: 77 Fox Lane, London, England, N13 4AJ
Company status: Active
Company type: Private limited Company
Incorporated on: 14 October 2021
Company number 13680080

Site address (as provided by Enfield Council):
Wooded Area Within
Grovelands Park
The Bourne
London
N14 6RA



What is a forest school?
What is quality Forest School?

Quality Forest School is delivery which holds to all six key principles that shape and govern the Forest School ethos. There are many forms of outdoor education and 
all have enormous value, however, Forest School is unique in its reach, delivery and effect. These six principles are:

1. Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions, rather than one-off or infrequent visits; the cycle of planning, observation, adaptation and review 
links each session.

2. Forest School takes place in a woodland or natural environment to support the development of a lifelong relationship between the learner and the natural 
world.

3. Forest School uses a range of learner-centred processes to create a community for being, development and learning.
4. Forest School aims to promote the holistic development of all involved, fostering resilient, confident, independent and creative learners.
5. Forest School offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to the environment and to themselves.
6. Forest School is run by qualified Forest School practitioners, who continuously maintain and develop their professional practice.

For more information we encourage you to watch the video at: https://forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/



Grovelands Forest School Nursery Overview:
A schedule of proposed uses:

For the homebase: 

● Meeting place/home base for Forest School Nursery.
● Location of the 4x4m canvas pop-up tent that will be set up in 

periods of inclement weather as temporary protection for the 
children.

● Reading & story time to meet the "communication and language" 
component of the curriculum.

● Mathematics, writing and other education activities.
● Free play.

For other areas of the park to be selected on a day to day basis:

● Playing in the stream to meet the "Physical Development" 
component of the curriculum, 

● Mini beast discovery in the woods to meet the "understanding the 
world" component of the curriculum, 

● Using simple tools with sticks to meet the "arts and expressive 
design" component of the curriculum

● Making natural dens from twigs and sticks with friends to meet the 
"personal, social and emotional development" component of the 
curriculum. 

Description:

The Forest School approach gives children the freedom to learn 
through play in nature.

With woodlands as the backdrop, all year round children can engage 
in imaginative play to drive creativity, develop socially, and build a 
stronger connection to nature. We think children need more than 
plastic toys to thrive. That's why we focus on outdoor play, building 
dens with our friends and observing the forest and its creatures 
throughout the seasons.

With excellent educators, generous staff-to-child ratios and the right 
kit to handle the elements, children are able to develop curiosity, 
creativity and confidence to make them enthusiastic learners ready 
for school.

The Forest School Nursery will run from Monday-Friday, 9am - 3pm, 
50 weeks per year. It is offered to children aged two to five years old.



Why Grovelands Forest School Nursery is lawful:
Grovelands Forest School Nursery is lawful since:

1. The setting does not meet the criteria for a "building": Based on s55 of TCPA (1990) there is no building by any stretch of the imagination. The case law supports that view, as 
the criteria set for a building (being size, permanence, and physical attachment) are not met by the equipment that would be brought in daily to support learning and play.

2. The setting is not a material change from the primary use of the park: Based on s55 of TCPA, there is no material change of use given that one of the primary uses of the park 
is for children to learn and play. To support this point: childcare providers are currently directed to use local open spaces by various government departments including Ofsted 
through the EYFS (2021) 3.59, London Plan (2021) S3 B8, S3 B9, 8.4.4, 5.3.10, Enfield Core Plan (2010) 2.14, Enfield Blue and Green Strategy 5.2.2. 

3. The setting is not a material change from the ancillary uses of the park: A list is published by Enfield of all the park events approved on the website (these are certainly either 
primary or ancillary uses of the park) and there are many instances of substantially similar and equivalent activities that do not require planning approval including "forest school 
sessions for Bowes Primary School" at Arnos Grove.

4. This is not an intensification of use that creates a material change in the character of the park: There is nothing more characteristic of a park than children playing in it. There 
would be low intensification given we use different areas of the enormous park every session. For off-site impacts, causing low levels of noise disturbance or having short impacts 
on the parking in surrounding streets it is certainly not significant enough to change the character of the park given that at 3pm children are dropped off to the playgrounds after 
reception/school, dog walkers come in droves in the morning, runners come and (often drive) to Park Run on Saturday morning, NCT groups meet, fitness classes are hosted all 
which make noise and use the parking on the surrounding streets. It is the character and very essence of the place. Given we will be taking cars off the road from parents driving 
their children to the other forest school nurseries which are a significant drive away it will have positive off-site congestion and parking impacts.

5. Enfield council already approved use without planning permission: We were granted a Park Permit on Dec 14 2021 and have held it since then because no teams at Enfield 
Council thought this would require a planning application.

6. It would be overreach by Enfield Council to require planning approval: If we take the slippery slope argument, every Park Run would require planning permission, every 
school/nursery/childminder visiting their local park would require planning permission for other primary or ancillary uses of the park. Requiring planning permission would set a 
dangerous precedent and doesn't fit within the law.



Pre-Application email
I have been advised to seek pre-application for Grovelands Forest School Nursery to determine if 
planning permission is required:
 1. If planning permission is not required - please outline exactly what is required to get a certificate of 
lawfulness; also notify the Enfield Enforcement team and Enfield Park Activities and Events team that no 
planning permission is required.
 2. If planning permission is required - please outline exactly what needs to be provided to get planning 
approval.

Given I have had a park permit for Grovelands Forest School Nursery since December, am planning on 
launching the Open Day on May 7th 2022 and it has taken the council almost 3 full working weeks since 
April 4th to recommend this process please do prioritise this pre-application.

I am including the details as requested from the Enfield website for pre-application:
1. The full site address, with postcode: We will be walking around different sections of Grovelands Park 
but our homebase for pickup/drop off location is what we are identifying here: There are no postcodes in 
the park so the exact location is E 530945 , N 194664; W3W unit.fails.juices; by description, It is the 
woodland area to the north east of the Seaforth Gardens Gate in Grovelands Park.
2. An ordnance survey (or similar) location plan identifying the site with a red outline:
See picture in attachments - sorry but the outline of interest is in green not red. The homebase is 
borderless but natural features define an area that is useful for the purposes of this assessment. It has 
natural barriers including a wetland to the north west, thickets to the north east, the electrical transformer 
and accompanying fenced area to the southeast and an informal line set back ~30m from the road/path 
from the Seaforth Gardens gate.
3. A schedule of proposed uses:
For the homebase: 
- Meeting place/home base for Forest School Nursery.
- Location of the 4x4m canvas pop-up tent that will be set up in periods of inclement weather as 
temporary protection for the children.
- Reading & story time to meet the "communication and language" component of the curriculum.
- Mathematics, writing and other education activities.
- Free play.
For other areas of the park to be selected on a day to day basis:
- playing in the stream to meet the "Physical Development" component of the curriculum, 
- mini beast discovery in the woods to meet the "understanding the world" component of the curriculum, 
- using simple tools with sticks to meet the "arts and expressive design" component of the curriculum
- making natural dens from twigs and sticks with friends to meet the "personal, social and emotional 
development" component of the curriculum. 

More details on the Forest School Nursery from the DMD list:
- The number and age ranges of children being catered for: maximum 24 Children aged 2-5 years old. In 
addition ~6 adult practitioners. We will split into groups ideally of 12 children to help facilitate 
child-centered learning.
- Days and hours of operation, including times for use of the garden: Monday to Friday. 9am - 3pm. 50 
weeks per year. it will be outdoors all day every day all year.
- Internal floor space arrangements: There are no internal floor space arrangements. In severe weather, 
we cancel forest school. 
- Soft and hard external play space provision; woodland, field and stream locations across the park.
- Car parking and drop-off provision: Parents/carers are advised to always walk/cycle or catch public 
transport to Forest School. In cases where that is not possible parents/carers are advised to legally park 
by one of the many gates of the park and walk to the setting from their closest gate. Even at full capacity 
of 24 children, we would only expect 10-12 cars per day across 6-8 gates used to access the park.
- Vehicular access and maneuvering arrangements; equipment and drinking water is brought in daily by 
hand from the company car.
- Boundary treatment and screening: we have no boundary besides natural features in the woodland 
(thicket, wetland etc.), screening is provided by the natural woodland, wetland and fences.

An example day:
- 9am - homebase: parents drop off/check-in
- 9:15-9:30am homebase: rules & story
- 9:30 - 11:30am adventure walk to different areas of the park
- 11:30-12:30 typically in different areas of the park
- 12:30-1:30 homebase: quiet time/nap time/free play for kids that don't nap
- 1:30 - 2:30pm educator led activity (Early Years Curriculum focus - mathematics/literacy/understanding 
our world etc.) typically but not always in different areas of the park.
- 2:30 - 2:45pm homebase: reflection
- 2:45 - 3pm homebase: free play
- 3pm homebase: pick up/check out.

4. Photographs and drawings showing the existing site, buildings and trees: 
see photos attached.
5. An outline plan of your proposal: as above. more is on our website 
(www.grovelandsforestschoolnursery.com) if the above description under (3) is not sufficient.
6. Draft drawings showing floor plans and the height and scale of the development: There is no 
development.
7. Payment: In the fee schedule there is no appropriate category that corresponds to my proposal. 
Please do inform me of which is the right fee to pay and I'll be more than happy to get that to you. Please 
proceed with the pre-application advice while you determine the fees.



Site Map



Grovelands Forest School 
Nursery Homebase

Tent (temporary and will be set up 
in different locations in  different 
seasons or weather conditions)



A more helpful description than the OS showing the natural features of the woodland.



KEY:

Park Gates

Grovelands Forest 
School Nursery Home 
Base



Home Base



Looking north to home base: (Mar 7th 2022)



Looking south to home base: (Mar 7th 2022)



Looking north west through home base: (Mar 7th 2022)



Looking north through home base: (Mar 7th 2022)



Equipment that may be 
brought in on a daily basis 

(activity and weather dependent)



Literacy and Mathematics materials

Blackboard A-frame & chalk Books & pencils



Physical Development materials

Small tools Buckets and colanders



Other education materials

Parachute for learning and development



Water

Water for drinking and (separately) handwashing



Nappy Change and Potty

Nappy Change Mat Potty Popup tent for privacy, 1mx1m



Canvas shelter popped up during periods of inclement 
weather

This 4x4m version blows up with air from a pump, alternatives have a central pole.



4m diameter & 2.2m high



Classic Bell tent option: 4m diameter & 2.5m high.



Other areas to be visited in 
the park



Other areas in the park we will explore: stream



Other areas in the park we will explore: woodland



Other areas in the park we will explore: more woodland



Other areas in the park we will explore: setting for learning balance



Other areas in the park we will explore: more woodland, we don't plan to use the play equipment



Other areas in the park we will explore: more of the stream



Other areas in the park we will explore: open field areas



Other areas in the park 
we will explore: more 
woodland and natural 
features



Car parking



All around the gates, it is already an Enfield “Controlled Parking Zone” with adequate restrictions.



Seaforth Gardens (one of the closest gates) on a normal day at 3pm. One side of the road has a single yellow line, the other side has a 
small number of spots available for car parks (~5) so parents will be required to park elsewhere. Most houses have 4 car drives with double 
driveways so no reasonable person could argue that parents going to the park would impede residents ability to access their homes.




