Our response to the draft new Local Plan | September 2021
Introduction to Enfield’s Local Plan

This is what the council say about the plan:

The Council is consulting on the next stage in the
preparation of a draft new Local Plan which is a
vision for how Enfield will develop the use of space in
the borough for building new homes and how it might
affect the character of the area to 2039 and beyond.

‘The Council is committed to creating a lifetime of
opportunities for all residents, ensuring more quality
homes in well-connected neighbourhoods, to investing
in safe, healthy and confident communities, and to
creating an economy that works for everyone in Enfield.
This consultation version of the Local Plan plays an
important role in shaping the future of the Borough delivering good growth and affordable, quality homes
while ensuring the landscape and character of the
borough is enhanced’.

A Special Council meeting on 8th June approved
a draft new Local Plan which will be used as the
blueprint for the development of the Borough up
until 2039.This is based on several previous plans.
The plan and supporting documents can be viewed
online at www.enfield.gov.uk/newlocalplan.

What we say:

Please note: it is a big document (15MB and 413 pages).

The format of the consultation, length of both
document and questionnaire and the language used
in the document are not aimed at non-planning
experts and this is being cited by residents as a
deterrent for completion.

Paper copies of the documents (including a summary
version) are available to read at the Borough hub
libraries at Edmonton Green, Enfield Town, Ordnance
Unity Centre and Palmers Green Library).

If LBE are serious about consulting with the
residents, they should have provided a consultation
in a more realistic format.

Figure 1: Front cover of Enfield Local Plan.
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Concerns of WHRA with the Draft Local Plan

Winchmore Hill Residents Association have concerns
about The Plan in terms of its scope and intentions.
It is a controversial document as it proposes to
build on Green Belt land, mainly in the north west
part of the Borough. The fundamental aim of green
belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping
land permanently open, and consequently the most
important attribute of green belts is their openness.

Figure 2: Placemaking map showing potential sites for
redevelopment and building also showing the impact
on Green Belt.
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The proposals

Also ‘conversion’ of the recreation fields at Firs Farm
and to the east of the A10 (south of Church Street)
for crematorium use. This is of particular concern to
WHRA as the same site had already been earmarked
for a community hub and considerable time has
already gone into raising funds to construct the hub.
This is now the subject of a protest campaign to
determine how the site ended up in the Plan.

Contained in the plan are proposals to develop,
or re-develop, many brown-field sites including
supermarkets and low-rise retail areas. In Winchmore
Hill for example, proposed sites for building new
homes include: SA32 Sainsburys in Green Lanes and
SA42 Fords Grove Car Park.

Other local supermarkets proposed for redevelopment
Including; Asda Southgate, Marks & Spencers
Southgate, Tesco Enfield Town, Morrisons A10,
Sainsbury’s A10 and Tesco’s Ponders End.
The Plan does not say if they will be retained or
demolished with the implication that car parking
space will be significantly reduced at best, so there
is a great deal of uncertainty about the proposals as
well as a lack of definitive timescales for future stages.
It is worth mentioning that Meridian Water which is
a flagship development project for the council may
not be completed for another 30 years and so far no
homes have actually been built.

Figure 3: Page from Local Plan showing names of allocated
sites including Sainsburys and Fords Grove car park.

The council held drop-in sessions to discuss The
Plan in person in August 2021 but they were poorly
attended due to;

Tall buildings (defined by the Mayor of London as
over 21m (7 floors)) are also envisaged throughout
the Borough and the Local Plan shows the proposed
maximum heights in different locations.

(i) sparsity of venues (three for the whole borough),
(ii) sparsity of dates (only two two-hour slots on one
date at each venue;

Some of the more controversial proposals include:
Building up to 3,000 homes at Crews Hill. The land for
this will include the golf course and Green Belt farm
land between the nurseries and the M25. The building
of a new housing estate (dubbed Chase Park) on land
north and south of Enfield Road / Slades Hill (Vicarage
Farm). Campaigning groups have already seen very
detailed proposals by Comer Homes for this where
a substantially higher number of houses is proposed
(5,000). Plus large expansion of land for Spurs to the
north of Whitewebbs Lane which has already been the
subject of a proposed campaign by local residents.

and (iii) poorly advertised.
This resulted in the main avenue for residents to give
their views only via online or by letter.
The officers mentioned advertising was done via
social media and the ‘usual methods’ (those in the
room looked around puzzled, so quite evidently these
adverts had not been obvious.)
The plan is now in a period of consultation which ends
on Monday 13th September.
Also here is a link to a recent news item about Green
Belt development in Enfield mentioned by the BBC:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-englandlondon-58331413
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2. Write a letter to: Strategic Planning and Design,
ENFIELD COUNCIL, FREEPOST, NW5036, EN1 3BR.

If you prefer to submit a response by freepost, we have
now added a sample letter which you can access here.
Feel free to adapt it into your own words and please
add your own comments at the end before printing
it out, signing and posting it. No stamp is needed.
Please mark your envelope as ‘Enfield Local Plan
consultation’.
3. Visit the dedicated digital engagement platform https://
letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/localplan

This is a very long document with questions at the end
of each segment. We recommend against using this
method as it involves commenting on almost every
area covered by the Plan.
Please note: Representations using any of the above
cannot be made anonymously so provide your full
name, postcode and contact details. Representations
may be made publicly available, along with your name.
Individual submissions receive more attention
than form letters or standard wording but the most
important thing is to submit a response, so please use
our suggestions if you want to.
Key reasons for disputing development proposals:
• Over population of the area

Figure 4: Showing Sainsburys site.

• Too many apartments – given the recent and future
developments along Green Lanes - Travis Perkins,
Capitol House etc.

How to respond
You can respond in one of the following three ways:

• No supporting infrastructure- doctors, schools etc.

1. Email your comments to localplan@enfield.gov.uk

• Congested roads and pressure on parking.

This is the easiest way to respond to the consultation.
Make sure to use the words ‘Draft Local Plan’ in the
title. There are many policies in the Plan but we are
fighting for the Green Belt and will focus on those.
If you wish to object to a particular part of the Plan, it is
important that you state which specific part of the Plan
you object to and why. You should cite the relevant
paragraph, page, and figure numbers, and where
possible the policy references. To help you we have
included the references in the list below and some
help with what to say here. We suggest you cc your
Councillors and anyone else you think should know
your opinions.

• Loss of green space – an area for families and leisure
which contributes to the health and wellbeing of all
residents as well as mitigation against pollution.
• Totally changing the character of the area
• Inappropriate choice of site given the close
proximity of existing traditional historical properties.
• Potential claims for reduction in property values.
• Loss of the major supermarket in the area, forcing
people to have to drive further. This would affect
elderly and disabled residents in particular and
increase car usage. What will be the intention with
the car parks at these supermarkets, presumably
they will be reduced significantly. It will not only be
the elderly and disabled affected as heavy shopping
is common to all shoppers.

Published by Winchmore Hill Residents Association
http://whresidents.org
info@whresidents.org
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