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We are happy to say that there was a successful 
relaunch and we are gaining momentum with a great 
committee and big plans. We would like to point out 
there is another meeting planned in March so we  
look forward to seeing you then, more details later in 
the newsletter. 

The aim of this and subsequent newsletters will  
be to bring you up to speed with all the latest 
developments, campaigns and meetings that are 
planned.  We hope that this newsletter will be the first 
of the three newsletters we plan to produce per year.  

Producing this newsletter, printing and posting or 
delivering this newsletter is a very time consuming  
and fairly costly business. 

We understand that not everyone has an email address 
or access to the internet but we would like to ask that 
if you know someone, a neighbour or relative who does 
have email and a printer then perhaps you could ask 
them to email us at info@whresidents.org and we can 
send them a copy of this by email which they could 
either print out for you or show you on a laptop or 
tablet so you could read it like this. 

In this way we can reduce the number of printed and 
delivered copies of this newsletter in the future, while 
still allowing you to keep up to date with what the 
association has been doing. 

Inside this issue:
Report on the Autumn AGM 2019   2
Transport: The new 456 bus route  3
Why residents associations still matter   4
Next residents meeting   4
Membership fees  4
WHRA committee members   4
Useful contacts   4
STOP PRESS Coronavirus and WHRA 4

Welcome to the first newsletter of the  
newly relaunched WHRA.
 
Please note, the next residents meeting 
which was meant to take place on Thursday 
26th March at The Waterhouse Hall 
has been cancelled due to Coronavirus 
recommendations for public events.
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The reconvened AGM
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The reconvened AGM was held on the 
28th November 2019 and we were 
pleased to see a fantastic turnout of 
around 70 local residents and hugely 
encouraged by this show of support for 
the newly relaunched WHRA. 

Sharon Nayyar (acting Chair) had some very 
sad news to pass on to those attending, she 
announced that Joyce Powell who had been 
the Treasurer for many years had passed 
away the week before this meeting. She 
was a long standing supporter of the WHRA 
and integral member of the committee for 
many years who has done a great service for 
Winchmore Hill and will be sorely missed.

The previous members of the committee who 
were there were thanked for all their hard work 
over the years and given a gift by Mr Appleby. 
The incoming committee are very grateful 
to all those committee members and those 
that will remain such as Robert Taylor whose 
expertise on all things traffic and transport 
related will be invaluable to us going forward. 
We are also appreciative of other outgoing 
committee members who have said they will 
act as a guide to our new incoming committee 
members over the next couple of months 
while they learn the ropes.

Helen Osman, who has been instrumental in 
getting us to this point, gave a presentation 
to mark the beginning of the new era for the 
WHRA. She started by using a range of photos 
to show how beautiful and varied Winchmore 
Hill is in terms of its architecture and green 
spaces as well as events that we have on 
our doorstep. She then went on to outline the 
objectives for the WHRA and specific ideas for 
issues, improvements and events that we can 
focus on as we move forward.

Focusing on local issues
Those attending were then invited to discuss 
particular issues that were affecting them or 
the wider area that they would like to us to 
take up on their behalf, here is selection of the 
feedback.

• Traffic through the Green (how can the 
speed and volume be reduced?)

• Pedestrian safety and priority on the Green
• The impact of the proposed quieter 

neighbourhood scheme on traffic in and 
around Winchmore Hill

• Crime locally especially the spate of car 
thefts, catalytic converter thefts and break 
ins while residents are in their properties

• Specific planning issues in Seaforth 
Gardens that could affect the whole area 
if a precedent was set and the planning 
application for a higher mobile phone 
monopole in Hoppers Road

• Noise, traffic and waste issues resulting 
from some of the food businesses on  
the Green.

This is not an exhaustive list but I think it gives 
you a flavour of what our local residents would 
like us to focus on and the committee will be 
taking all of these into account as we move 
forward with plans for 2020.

Next the new committee were voted in and a big 
thanks go to those people who put themselves 
forward to be members of the committee on the 
night and were duly approved.

New committee members
Since the meeting we have been 
very lucky to have filled three of our 
remaining committee positions with 
very able and experienced local people:

Simon Lanyon-Hogg has joined us to oversee 
the planning work that the association 
monitors. He is an architect with a wealth of 
experience across many different types of 
projects and recently has moved his practice 
back to the area to focus on residential 
projects.

Brian Adamson has joined us to focus on 
crime reduction initiatives within our area 
and act as contact point for our local police 
officers. He is a retired police officer himself 
with many years of experience which will be of 
great benefit to the association and residents.

Finally Chris Ferrary has very recently joined 
us as the Environment representative on the 
committee. Chris has many years experience 
as a town planner, chartered environmentalist 
and transport planner so will be able to guide us 
across a number of different areas, all of which 
are very important and relevant to the work we 
are doing.

We would very much like to thank them for 
putting themselves forward and it is clear that 
alongside the other committee members we 
have some great minds coming together to 
work passionately and give up their time to 
drive the association forward into the new 
decade!



Transport news

The new 456 bus route
Robert Taylor, our committee member 
responsible for transport and traffic 
discusses the consultation about the 
new bus route on behalf of the WHRA

The Winchmore Hill Residents Association 
(WHRA) supports TfL’s proposal to introduce 
a new bus route (456) between Crews Hill and 
North Middlesex Hospital via Winchmore Hill, 
which would run every 30 minutes between 
07:00 and 19:00 on weekdays and Saturdays, 
and every 60 minutes on Sundays between 
07:00 and 19:00. 

However it has noted that L B Enfield shares 
TfL’s aspirations for the improved bus service 
and is looking at the highway alterations that 
would be needed on its roads to accommodate 
the proposed new route and make it as 
accessible as possible to passengers. 

As L B Enfield seems to be already 
considering what alterations to local road 
would be necessary WHRA is copying 
this submission to its Head of Traffic and 
Transportation for his consideration at an 
early stage of design work. 

New bus stops
In order to serve the proposed sections of the 
new route that are not currently on any bus 
route, new bus stops would at provided at 
locations on Church Hill, Station Road, Farm 
Road and Firs Lane. WHRA would expect 
L B Enfield to consult locally on detailed 
proposals for new bus stops and changes 
to parking controls and to specifically draw 
WHRA’s attention to these proposals – rather 
than relying on the advertisements in a local 
newspaper containing the legally required 
Traffic Order notifications. 

As Traffic Orders are not required for bus 
stop clearway waiting restrictions, it is vitally 
important that L B Enfield publicises its 
proposals for these measures so that WHRA 
and other interested parties can submit 
comments and/or alternative proposals. 

WHRA is particularly concerned about the 
locations of new stops in the immediate 
vicinity of Winchmore Hill Station. There is 
a layby immediately in front of this railway 
station which is currently heavily used by 
car drivers to pick and up and set down 
rail passengers. There are currently a 8am 
to 6.30pm (Monday to Saturday) parking 
restriction in this layby, but they do not preclude 
the picking up and setting down of passengers. 

However if a bus stop were to be installed 
in this layby, with bus stop clearway parking 
restrictions, all vehicles (except buses) would 
be prohibited from in this area. It would be 
illogical to do this because, as the would only 
be two buses per hour (each one probably 
stopping for about one minute, or less), the 
layby would not be available to car drivers to 
pick up set down rail passengers for the other 
58 minutes per hour, when it was not needed 
by any buses. 

WHRA would suggest that this layby 
should be left as it is and that a bus stop 
for eastbound route 456 buses should be 
provided on Station Road, either to the east or 
west of the station. 

Response (31/01/2020) to WHRA 
subsequent questions to TFL based on 
specific concerns raised by residents 
Dear Robert Thank you for your recent  
email. I’ve put some answers to your 
questions below: 

1 Is it intended to use single deck buses of the 
type that are currently used on route W9 in the 
Winchmore Hill area on this new bus route? 

It is intended to use single deck buses similar 
to those used on route W9. They would be 
approximately 9 to 10 metres long, depending 
on the exact type agreed during any future 
contract tendering discussions.

2) Have one or more route tests been carried 
out with a bus of the type that it is planned 
should be used on this new bus route? 

A route test was undertaken on 15 July 2019. 
A 10.2 metre long single deck bus was used 
for the test, which is the maximum length of 
bus we would consider for this route. 

3) If such route test(s) have been carried 
out, what potential problems have been 
identified (particularly in Station Road and 
Farm Road) and what measures (if any) have 
you suggested to Enfield Council that it would 
need to take to address these problems? 

Some parking restrictions/double yellow 
lines would be required on Farm Road and 
Station Road as the on-street parking can 
make it difficult for vehicles to pass. The 
exact locations of any proposed restrictions 
have not been finalised yet. Having a parking-
restricted bus stop also has the benefit of 
creating a passing point for vehicles. 

4) Why do you consider that it would be 
necessary to introduce new bus stops on 
Station Road, Farm Road and Firs Lane rather 
than use the Hail and Ride system, which is 
used successfully on parts of the W9 route in 
the Winchmore Hill area. 

To ensure that safe locations are provided 
for passengers to board and alight, and to 
improve accessibility for passengers with 
restricted mobility. As with any parking 
restrictions on the proposed route, the exact 
locations of any proposed bus stops have not 
been finalised yet. 

I hope this answers your questions. 

Kind regards Ben



Membership fees
We have decided not to charge a membership 
fee for the moment in order to make sure 
we are representing as many local people as 
possible and we are able to communicate 
with a much larger audience. If we do need to 
charge in the future it will be much easier than 
in the past to pay your subscription and we 
will keep it at previous levels which were £6 
per household per year or £10 per household 
for two years.

Coronovirus and WHRA

 
The WHRA is coordinating a community wide 
support initiative to help anyone vulnerable 
and needing help either in a self-isolation 
situation or as a result of contracting the virus. 

This initiative aims to help anyone who doesn’t 
have a support network locally to get shopping, 
urgent supplies or just a call to check on them.

If in the future this is you or someone you know, 
you can call this number and we will try to find 
a local member of the WHRA to you to be able 
to call you to find out how they can help you. 
The number to call is 07958 316 424 which is 
the mobile of Ed Balleny, WHRA Vice-Chair and 
Membership Secretary. 

Finally, we wanted to let you know that if you 
want to write to us or someone wants to join 
the WHRA and do so by filling in a membership 
form in person then the new address is:

WHRA 
c/o Havilands  
30 The Green  
London N21 1AY

For a list of useful  
contacts including:
– Community Enforcement

– Policing 

– Our Member of Parliament

– Councillors and Ward Surgeries

Please visit:

Winchmore Hill Residents Association 
website at https://whresidents.org

Winchmore Hill Residents 
Association Committee 
members:
President: Mr Robert Taylor 
Chair: Lynne Yazgan 
Deputy Chair: Ed Balleny 
Secretary/Minutes Secretary: Christopher Cole 
Treasurer: Will Sheldon 
Membership Secretary: Ed Balleny 
Transport: Robert Taylor 
Independent examiner: Hanife Melbourne 
Planning:  Simon Lanyon-Hogg 
Crime: Brian Adamson 
Environment: Chris Ferrary 
Social media: TO BE FILLED
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Why residents’associations still matter
Helen Osman on Winchmore Hill 
Residents Association’s relaunch 

Winchmore Hill Residents Association 
(WHRA), founded 60 years ago, has recently 
been relaunched with a new committee keen 
to rebuild the organisation. Why bother? Surely 
online forums and social media have taken 
over their role? I would argue that residents’ 
associations are as vital now as they have 
ever been.

Bringing people together
In this fractious political climate, residents’ 
associations can speak out for their local 
communities because they represent the quiet 
majority, not just a vociferous online minority, 
however good their intentions might be. If 
you have a browse around the websites of 
residents’ associations all over the country 
and beyond they will state that they want to 
“develop a good community spirit”, “lobby on 
issues and concerns of people living in our 
area” and “help residents get to know each 
other” as well as other worthy aims. 

Surely these objectives are as valid now as 
when these community groups were first set 
up, often decades ago? While the internet 
and all its various communication channels 
are great for helping to spread the word, 
it doesn’t replace the immense value of 
bringing people together in person, who can 
use their collective local knowledge, concern 
for their community and willingness to work 
collectively, to give local residents a voice. 

Harnessing social media
What’s more, the internet can be utilised 
to make residents associations even more 
effective; to alert people to what’s going on 
in their local patch and bring people together. 
For example, residents can be encouraged 
to set up neighbourhood WhatsApp groups 
to spread the word about the bad stuff, such 
as security alerts, but maybe also get people 
together for social activities and campaigns. 

Any successful community group needs a 
core of committed and enthusiastic people 
to take the lead. In the case of residents’ 

associations they are often the people ‘in the 
know’ – who understand what is great about 
where they live; what needs fixing; and who 
know lots of local people.

Being inclusive
But no residents’ association can be truly 
successful if it isn’t inclusive and doesn’t try 
to encourage as many people as possible to 
join. They tend to be made up of people who 
are retired, who no longer have to care for 
children, and have the time to devote to their 
local community. This is still true, but is also 
changing. 

Many of the people who are volunteering 
to support the relaunched Winchmore Hill 
Residents Association are younger, with busy 
lives and families to care for, but understand 
the importance of giving a little time to work 
with neighbours and other local residents to 
protect their community now and for future 
generations. The old adage – ‘power to the 
people’ – still holds true.
This article first appeared in Enfield Dispatch  
December 2019

Thank you for your support of the work we do 
and we hope to see you at our next meeting.

The WHRA Committee

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


